SEA-WATER AND SEWAGE
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sewage and sea-water showed nitrites at the end of the first
day of incubation and then they disappeared, but that no
nitrates were produced.
The bacterial results of a 10 per cent, mixture of sewage
and sea-water proved that there was a rapid diminution of the
organisms when the sewage was incubated with sea-water
(Tables III, IV, V, pp. 82-83). The rapid disappearance of the
bacteria is very marked, and the growths of organisms, for
example nitrifying organisms, may be inhibited at a very early
stage. In fact the salts in the sea-water act not unlike anti-
septics, and the result is that the organic substances are only
slowly broken down; and even this decomposition is probably
caused by the oxygen dissolved from the air.